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June 15, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Stanley Hoffman 
Developers Diversified Realty 
455 East 500 South,  Suite 300 
Salt Lake City, UT  84111 
 
Dear Mr. Hoffman: 
 
Subject: Area 9 Fuel Oil Investigation 
 
File: Masonite Corporation, 300 Ford Road, Ukiah, California 
 Case No. 1NMC042 
 
Regional Water Board staff reviewed the April 28, 2010 Workplan for Area 9 TPH 
Investigations (“Workplan”) for the former Masonite site in Ukiah submitted by Erler & 
Kalinowski, Inc.  This Workplan focuses on the area of the former 1,000,000 gallon fuel 
oil above ground storage tank (AST), the former 225,500 gallon diesel AST, and the 
pipelines in Investigational Area 9. The Workplan was prepared in response to a May 
11, 2009 letter from this office requesting that you submit a plan that would provide 
additional information about the extent of petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in 
Area 9. 
 
In the May 11, 2009 letter, Regional Water Board staff stated that additional sampling to 
investigate the Area 9 contamination would be required – at least one sample every 20 
linear feet along the transfer and unloading pipelines and from at least four locations 
around each tank.  If contamination was discovered, step-out samples would be 
required.  The Workplan proposes to drill and collect samples at 27 initial locations – 14 
along the former transfer pipeline trench.  The Workplan proposes to collect step-out 
samples when TPH impacts are noted.  The presence of TPH impacts will be 
ascertained by visual observation and an organic vapor meter.  The Workplan proposes 
to drill each sampling borehole to a depth of 3 to 5 feet below first encountered 
groundwater, which is expected to be found at about 15 feet below ground surface.  The 
Workplan states that three soil samples will be collected from each borehole, and the 
samples may be submitted for laboratory analysis.  The Workplan states that samples 
of any free-phase hydrocarbons that are discovered may be collected for laboratory 
analysis.  The Workplan states that, if no free-phase hydrocarbons are seen in the 
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groundwater, up to 16 groundwater samples may be collected, but it is not clear under 
what conditions the samples would be submitted to a laboratory for analysis. 
 
The purpose of the Workplan is to address the vertical and lateral extent of 
contamination in Investigational Area 9.  The number and location of the initial sampling 
points and the strategy for selecting step-out points should be sufficient to establish the 
area of contamination, but the Workplan does not provide assurance that the vertical 
extent of contamination will be defined.  As explained in the May 11, 2009 letter, “At a 
minimum, samples need to be collected from just below the base of the former pipeline.  
If contamination is identified in the field at the shallow depths, then sufficient additional 
samples will need to be collected in order to define the vertical extent of contamination.”  
The proposal to stop each borehole at five feet below first encountered groundwater, 
regardless of whether there is contamination at the bottom of the boring, is of concern. If 
there is contamination remaining at the bottom of the borehole, the vertical extent of 
contamination will not be determined. Additionally, the Workplan includes no criteria for 
submittal of samples to the analytical laboratory, which is needed in order to confirm 
field observations. 
 
Regional Water Board staff will not concur with the Workplan unless the following 
changes are made: 
1. Laboratory Analyses: Provide criteria for submittal of soil and groundwater samples 

to an analytical laboratory. At a minimum, include: 
 The soil sample from each borehole that shows evidence of the greatest 

contamination, unless there is no indication of contamination in a borehole. 
 At least one groundwater sample from each borehole with evidence of 

contamination in the saturated zone. 
2. Depth of Borehole: Do not terminate a borehole at five feet below first encountered 

groundwater, unless there is no evidence of soil contamination at that point.  
Continue to investigate the borehole until you reach the depth at which there is no 
evidence of contamination.  Obtain a verification sample to be submitted to an 
analytical laboratory to demonstrate that there is no contamination at the bottom of 
the borehole.  

 
Please submit a revised workplan to include the items required in this letter.  If you have 
any questions, please contact me at cwoodhouse@waterboards.ca.gov or at  
(707) 576-2701. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Caryn Woodhouse 
Staff Environmental Scientist 
 
100615_CW_MasoniteArea9 
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cc: Ms. Carmel Angelo, CEO, County of Mendocino, 501 Low Gap Road,  Room 1010, 

Ukiah, CA  95482 
Mr. Phil Baldwin, Mayor, City of Ukiah, c/o City Clerk's Office,  
 300 Seminary Avenue, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Ms. Carre Brown, Mendocino County Supervisor, First District, 501 Low Gap Road, 

Ukiah, CA 95482 
Mr. Christopher Brown, Air Pollution Control Officer, Mendocino County Air Quality 

Management District, 306 E. Gobbi Street, Ukiah, CA 95482 
Mr. James C. Camp, McKenna Long & Aldridge, 300 South Grand Ave,  14th Floor, 

Los Angeles, CA  90071-3124 
Mr. Mathew Clark, Masonite Corporation, 1 N Dale Mabry Hwy,  Suite 950,  
 Tampa, FL  33609 
Mr. David Colfax, Mendocino County Supervisor,  Fifth District,  
 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Ms. Stacey Cryer, Interim Director, Mendocino County Health Human Services, 

1120 S. Dora Street, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Ms. Ellen Faulkner, P.O.  Box 351, Redwood Valley, CA  95470 
Mr. Tyler Griffith, URS Corporation, Century Square, 1501 4th Avenue,   
 Suite 1400, Seattle, WA  98101-1616 
Mr. James F. Houle, 7130 Black Bart Trail, Redwood Valley, CA  95470 
Mr. Earl D. James, Erler & Kalinowski, Inc., 1870 Ogden Drive,  
 Burlingame, CA 94010 
Mr. Stephen Knuttel, SCS Engineers, 3843 Brickway Blvd,  Suite 208,  
 Santa Rosa, CA  95403-8226 
Mr. Pete Lowman, Mendocino County Environmental Health Division, 501 Low 

Gap Road, Ukiah, CA 95482 
Mr. John McCowen, Mendocino County Supervisor, Second District, 501 Low Gap 

Road, Ukiah, CA 95482 
Mr. John Pinches, Mendocino County Supervisor,  Third District,  
 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Mr. James R. Rabe, Masonite Corporation, 1955 Powis Road,  
 West Chicago, IL  60185 
Mr. Thomas C. Richardson, International Paper , 6400 Poplar Avenue,  
 Memphis, TN, 38197 
Mr. Charles Sawyer and Mrs. Nancy Sawyer, 1305 Rafello Dr., Ukiah, CA  95482 
Ms. Kendall Smith, Mendocino County Supervisor, Fourth District,  
 501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Mr. Dan Thomas, Moreno & Company, P.O.  Box 748, Ukiah, CA  95482 
Mr. Keith Uland, Lanahan & Reilley LLP, 600 Bicentennial Way,  Suite 300,  
 Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
Ms. Meca Wawona, P. O. Box 206, Ukiah, CA  95482-0206 

 
Via email: 

mcaqmd@co.mendocino.ca.us  Antonio Andrade  Tony Shaw 
ceo@co.mendocino.ca.us   Cliff Paulin   Gene Tienken 
Sherry Glavich    Robert Perkey  UVSGC 
Rachel Howlett    Jimmy Rickel   Ruth Valenzuela 
Richard Johnson    Ronald K. Rinehart  Tim Mitchell 
Vicki E. Land     Steve Scalmanini 
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