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Re: Opposi tion to State Resp onsibili ty Area (SRA) Emergency Regulations

Dear Chair Dixon and fellow Board members:

On behalf of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors, I am writing to express our unanimous and
continued oppos ition to the implementati on of Stat e Responsibili ty Area (SRA) emergency
regul ations and fire pr evention fees as prescribed pursuant to ABXl 29.

The regulations and fee structure as proposed would result in double charges without any addit ional
benefit to rura l homeowners, placing a dis proportionate share of cos t on residents and businesses
res iding in rural areas throughout Californ ia. Rural homeowners are already paying taxes and/or
assessments for fire prot ecti on serv ices . As such, it is grossly inequitable to require that rura l
homeowners disproportionately bear the burden of fire protection and prevention activities that
benefit all Californ ians. The fire preven tion and protection services of Cal Fire benefit all Californ ian's,
not jus t those who live in SRAs.

The recently revised regulations und er considerat ion don't go far enough in recognizing the fees already
paid to local fire protection entities, thereby exposing rural homeowners, property owners, and businesses
to even grea ter financial inequity. Foremost on our minds, is the economic impact these fees will have on
our constituents , and the potential challenges that will be faced by fi rst responders in Mendocino County
in handling calls for service.

Furthermore, implementation of the emergency regulations and associated fee wo uld adversely impact
our already struggling local emergency responders w hich has the po tential of jeopardizing emergency
resp onse and the State's highly effective mutual aid system. Mendocino County was acti vely consider ing
seeking voter approval to raise the fund s necessary to sus ta in our rural fire services. This effort to
secure cri tically needed funding has been aba ndoned because of the proposed SRA fee. Lack of
additional funding will not only impede the ability of rura l districts to respond to mutual aid and out
of district calls, it will imp air continued service w ithin their district boundaries. The options of local
jurisdictions working towards solutions w ill be severely limited . Imposition of the SRA fee will leave
rural districts less able and less w illing to respond to calls for service outside their district boundaries.
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For the above-stated reason s, the Mendocin o County Board of Supervi sors st rongly urges you to
reconsider the fee st ruc ture and emerge ncy regulation s thereby preventing th e imposition of a
d isproportionate finan cial bu rden on rural Ca liforn ia property owners and bu sin esses whi ch would
furth er erode the already str uggling econom y of Mendocino County.

'liVe also wish to renew our invitation to t he Board of Forestr y and Fire Protection, as communicated on
December 23, 2011, to convene a public hearing in Mend ocino County as your Board embarks upon th e
rulcmaking process regardin g the ado ptio n of permanent regu lations implementing State Responsibility
Area (SRA) fees.

Sincerely,

~~~~
~McCowen , Chair
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

cc: Mr . Geo rge Gentry, Executive Officer, State Board of Forestry and Fire Prote ction
The Honorable Noreen Evans, Senator
The Honor abl e 'vVesley Chesbro, Assemblymember
Mendocino Co unty Fire Chiefs ' Association
Californ ia State Association of Counties (CSAC)


