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For Homeowners & Homebuyers

[ncorporating grzen building products and practices in homabuilding

and remoda2ling projects results in quality haimes and financia! savings Gfeeﬂpﬂ
for you Evan the smaliest effort can mak2 a hig diffarance While Expiore Greeni

particular banefits will vary dapanding an tha spacific chaices mada by
the builder and homeownar, and to whnat extant gresn building practices Feat
are amployad, tha ganaral bansafits are. eaturet

Financial savings :

Green buillding construction practices and products maka homas more ’2.\_ C€EN
anargy affiiciant through propear, adaquate insulation and air s52aling ' el
efficiant windows, appliancas, ighting and othar household aquipmant

also hzlp add to the savings and k=2ep your montihly electricity bills low

Up to 65% lowar! And with anargy pricas rising and non-ir2nawable

fusls being daplstad, an energy efficient hom= is assat we can all

appraciate for years to come. Water bills are also reducad through low-

flow equipmant and thougntful land uss

Hom=s built foliowing gre=n building standards may also qualify for
speciai “graen” financing Called an Energy Efficiant Mortgage (EEM),
they can offzr you mor2 purchasing power

More comfort

Comfortabla with yzar-round sun exposure, comiortable with ambiant
temperature and lack of drafts, comfortable with your utility bills -
‘comfortabla’ can mzan a Iat of things Starting with good anzrgy
dasign, graan building h2ips to 2nsure that your home is inharantiy
more comfortable. If you're building naw, proper oriantation of youl
homea can take advantage of tha suin's radiant energy to provide free
natural hieat in tha coolar months, whtle avoiding too much sun 1n thz
warmer onas, to save on 2nargy costs. Tight construction also halps
kazp enargy costs and drafts down. For evaryone, beatter insulation and
aneargy efficient windows, apphances, and lighting contribute to a
comfortable environmant while using i2ss energy.

Healthier living
Chemizals amitted from building matarials can be a potantial source of
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health problams if they are not properly addressad. For example,
cabinets, counter tops, and furniture are often made from pressed wood
products such as particleboard or medium-density fiberboard (MDF),
which are typically manufactured with formaldehyde-based adhesives.
This formaldzshyde can offgas into your home for years, Unfortunately
for your family's haaith, formaldehyde is a known himan carcinogan
according to the World Heaalth Organization; it can a!so cause watery
aves, hzadaches, fatigua, and nausea. Paint and floor finishes can also
contamn formaldahyde and other chemicals that are not healthy to
breathe, espaciaily for small children. Green building encourages use of
products and matarials that reduce or eliminate thass sources of indoor
poliution. Thas2 include a wide ranga of products such as low-vVOC
paing, solvanit-free adhesivas. and water-based wood finishas that not
only aliminate many of the suspacted and known carcinogens, but oftan
perform bettar than traditbional products

Finally, ventilation is key to k2eping and maintaining indoor air quality
for healthier living. Grean bullding practices encourage weall-sealed duct
systams, s2alad combustion gas appliances, bathroom and kitchen
exhaust fans, and a batanced or slightiy positive pressure ventilation
systam. which work togathar to improvea indoor air quality and keep you
comiortadle and healthy.

Adequate vantilation is espeacialiy important in graen building as it can
reduce tha potential for mold growth and buildup of allergens and otnar
particulates. With tighter construction of the extarior envalope,
vantilation i3 essential to allow excass moistura to escape so it doasnt
gzt trappad in your home's living space and building cavities. causing
haalth problams for yvour family and moistura damaga to the building
co.mponzants.

Less maintenance and higher durability

Currant buillding codas establish minimum construction standards that
protact your safaty. Green building supplameaits building codes by using
premium materials that are more durable and construction practices

W

-

t often excezd building coda requiremants. Togathar, these qualities
enhance your homa's performance and raduca maintenance and

replacemant costs, tharaby raising its ovarall value

Examplas of such long-iasting matarials and their applications inciuda
dacking mads from recyclad plastic and wood fibars, durable tile or
linoleum for floors, 50-yaar roofing materials, and fiber-cement siding
Thase can outparform theair traditional countarparts by reducing
maintanance and replacament costs.

Knowing you're being good to the environment

Green building products and practices offer you the assurance that you
are following anvironmentally friandly guidalines that help presarve our
natural resources. A socially responsible stap worthy of racognition,
bullding green makas a strong statement about your dadication to the
community and the environmeant.

[rmpacting more than your home itsalf, grean building promoteas thz usz
of local products and materials that halp stimulate local businesses and
a diverse aconomy. This kaeps your dollars working in your
neighborhood and reduces energy consumption because there are less
transportation costs. Materials like engineered wood products are
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encouraged because they efficiently make use of waste wood piaces,
reducing environmental impacts of the wood industry. Recycled-contant
products productively use materials that would otherwisa need to be
hauled to landfills, and also reduce costs and impacts of producing
products from virgin materials.

Grean building is not a passing trend. Informing and educating you, tha
California hameowner, about the value of green building standards is
Build It Grean's goal. We beliave that through education wa can ali
makz a difference that will improve the way we live - today and

tomorrow
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